
While the artists'
works spoke vol-
umes about their
lives, only their ini-
tials accompanied
them. In one piece
of art, 17-year-old
S.W. reflected on
her past. "My life to
me is like a work
of art," she wrote.
"It tells a story of its
own, a story of
good and bad
times. It's also
something I can
say belongs to me
and only me."
Sixteen-year-old
C.G. gave visitors a glimpse into her
dreams for the future. "There are times
when I think about acting, but only from
a distance, just like in the picture," she
wrote. "Maybe someday I will get closer
and try my skills at acting. Until then,”
she wrote, “I'll keep taking pictures."

While reflecting on the young women
who took part in the photo literacy
program, Redlefsen said she enjoyed
watching their perceptions change
about themselves, the world and what
they are able to accomplish in that
world. "I think (we) succeeded in

creating a safe place for them to talk, be
heard, express and create," she said,
pointing to the comments of one young
participant who summed up the program
quite aptly:

"Just take a look at all the art we have
created that is hanging on the walls.  We
are girls that range in age from 13 - 17.
Just think of what we might do in the
future when we are older."

Girl Scouts of the Western Reserve
was awarded $10,000 for its Decisions
and Positive Futures programs, both of
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Building the Future for Women and Girls
Fund's 10th Anniversary Marks Banner Grantgiving Year

‘04 Mother’s Day Campaign Honored More Than 200

See Building the Future, page 3

Mayer Studios displayed the works created during Project
R.I.S.E.’s photo literacy program. The exhibit was titled
“PhotoSynthesis: Me, Myself and Me as a Woman in the World.”

n 2004, the Women's Endowment Fund
of Akron Community Foundation marked
its 10th anniversary serving the women and
girls of Summit County. To commemorate
this milestone, it awarded grants totaling
$34,444 to four greater Akron nonprofit
organizations. Each supports programs
that benefit homeless teenage girls all
over Summit County.

Akron Public Schools' Project
R.I.S.E. received $4,500 for its photo
literacy program, which was designed to
help homeless teenage girls grades 9 -
12 gain self-esteem while challenging
them verbally, artistically and emotionally. 

For seven weeks, 18 young women
met at various locales across the city to
learn photography skills from artist Anitra
Redlefsen and her husband, Dain. They
examined shadows, the difference
between light and dark, and how to use
sameness and difference in photography. 

After keeping journals and taking
photographs with disposable cameras,
participants wrote stories about how they
viewed themselves as women in the
world and how it related to the photos
they took. The result was more than 60
pieces of original art, which were displayed
Sept. 10 - Oct. 8 at Akron's Charles
Mayer Studios in an exhibit titled
"PhotoSynthesis: Me, My World and Me
as a Woman in the World."

II

The 2nd Annual Mother's Day Campaign was a great success, raising a total of
$9,370 for the Women's Endowment Fund. This year, 75 people sent Mother's Day
cards to 231 women. Each informed its recipient that someone had made a contribu-
tion to the fund in her name. The 2005 campaign is expected to kick off during the
final weeks of March. Watch your mailbox for details, or call 330-376-8522 for more
information.
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What a year it has been! This newsletter
is filled with articles recapping highlights
of the past year. First, I’d like to welcome
new board members Karen Lefton, Judy
Nicely, Marty Robb, Patti Satterfield and
Ilene Shapiro. We bid a fond farewell
this year to Cathalynn Kammer
Thompson, who served the WEF as a
board member for nine years. Cathalynn
continues to be involved on the grants
advisory committee, proving her strong
commitment to WEF and women and
girls.

WEF and the community lost a dear
soul when Sister Libby Schaefer passed
away in December. She was a gentle but
mighty force for social justice in general
and for women in
particular and she is sorely missed.

On October 12, WEF held its forum
to discuss the highest priorities for building
the future for women and girls in our
community. The forum is hosted every
two years to bring together individuals
who serve women and girls. For the
second time, Fifth Third Bank was our
generous corporate sponsor for this
important dialogue. We were joined by
an energized group of women who

jumped in and participated fully, sharing
their unique perspectives on what is
happening in our community for women
and girls and what is needed. This is
always an event where new alliances
are made and collaborations are born.
WEF has a fresh, informed outlook as
we begin our annual process of requesting
proposals and reviewing them.

You probably are well aware of the
financial challenges the nonprofit
community faces in these tough
economic times. A number of important
programs have struggled and, in some
cases, closed their doors. What losses
for all of us! This was one of the factors
that resulted in the WEF advisory
board's decision this year to open
proposals to any program that benefits
women and girls. 

In the past, as the endowment fund
grew, we had modest amounts of
money to grant, so it made sense to set
a funding focus and invite proposals
that addressed an identified area of
need. As the fund nears its first million
dollars, WEF can make more significant
grants and as programs struggle just to
survive, we want to know about

opportunities to support them, regardless
of their particular projects.  

Please remember the Women's
Endowment Fund as you consider your
year-end contributions.  Many of you
helped establish the fund, many more of
you have helped to grow it; it will take
all of us to get to our first million dollars.

Officers pictured left, from left to right: Louise
Kuhns, vice president, Carrie Herman,
president, Marilyn Jacob, secretary

Advisory Board: Carla P. Barner, Marie
Covington, Ruth Dean, Kimberly Haws
Falasco, Carrie Herman, Marilyn Jacob, Louise
Kuhns, Karen Lefton*, Judy Nicely*, Sue Peirce,
Martha (Marty) Robb*, Patti Satterfield*, Ilene
Shapiro*, Carla Sibley and Janet Kendall
White*

*new members

Carrie Herman, President

Women’s Endowment Fund

Women’s Endowment Fund Advisory Board 2004

A Letter From the President

Help Us Reach Our Goal
The year end is fast approaching and we need your help to reach our $1 million goal. If you have not made a donation
this year, please consider a new or renewed gift or pledge to Women’s Endowment Fund using the enclosed envelope.
Together, we can help make Summit County a better place for women and girls.
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individuals by having them examine their
personal, family and cultural histories.
Through oral history, research, creative
writing and theater arts, participants are
empowered to make better choices that
will build stronger lives and legacies for
themselves and their families.

Participants at Safe Landing Youth
Shelter gathered oral histories from one
another regarding their most significant
life experiences. The girls then created
prose, poetry and songs based on those
experiences, which - with the help of
McCreary - they wove into a performance
script. The program culminated with a
final stage production with the girls
acting out their hardships, struggles and
successes.

Debra Manteghi's arm of the Akron
Public Schools, Project R.I.S.E, served as
Shelter Care's partner organization in
last year's Living Legacy Program. She
sees the performances as being both
cathartic and challenging events. "I (am)
moved to tears hearing about the strug-
gles these women encountered in their
addictions and recoveries, and the
power they found to act it out on a
stage," she said. 

For the participating group of young
women, Safe Landing staff believe the
seven sessions of Living Legacy were as
effective as one or two years of counseling.

For more information on the program,
visit www.livinglegacyproject.org.

The University of Akron was awarded
$8,000 for a research project titled

"Caregivers' and Advocates' Perceptions of
Homeless Teenage Girls: Identifying
Approaches to Promote Success In
School." It is Phase II in the study "A
Situational Analysis of Homeless Teenage
Girls in Akron: Identifying Approaches to
Promote Success in School," which
Women's Endowment Fund also financed.

The purpose of this second phase is to
find out what caregivers and advocates of
homeless girls view as being the key factors
affecting their success in school. Through
the eyes of these specialists, Professor
Karen Flynn of the University of Akron
Department of Classical Studies,
Anthropology and Archaeology sought to
identify the factors that make homeless
teenage girls vulnerable to homelessness
in the first place; the obstacles that have
negatively affected their school experiences;
the factors that have enhanced their school
experiences; and the most promising
opportunities for expanding Project R.I.S.E.
and Safe Landing's outreach to better
facilitate these girls' success in their
respective schools.

Flynn is currently interviewing 25 care-
givers and advocates with questions that
parallel those she asked girls during her
first study. Once finished, she hopes the
combined results can help the Akron
Public Schools identify how to provide bet-
ter outreach to homeless teenage girls.

Flynn says that she looks forward to
completing the study in spring 2005, and
will share the final results with the Women's
Endowment Fund.

which encourage at-risk girls to make
healthy, informed decisions that will
positively impact their lives.

Combined, the Decisions and Positive
Futures programs aim to prevent chronic
homelessness among young women.
Their outreach staffs meet with 400
homeless teenage girls at Safe Landing
Youth Shelter, Summit County Juvenile
Detention Center and Hudson Youth
Development Center. In small-group 
settings, they discuss the many options
available to the girls and the consequences
of their actions. 

Much of the programming is educational
and preventative in nature, and includes
tips for dealing with relationships and
other basic life skills. The Girl Scouts also
enlisted the aid of subject-matter experts to
discuss these issues with the girls. One such
organization is Planned Parenthood, 
representatives of which speak to girls and
provide them with the most accurate, up-
to-date information on birth control and
STD prevention. 

The Decisions and Positive Futures
programming is also a regular component
of Pregnancy Care of Summit County's
Teen PREP curriculum.

Shelter Care Inc. received $11,944
for the Living Legacy Project. This is the
second year Women's Endowment Fund
has funded the Living Legacy Project. 

Cleveland actress, producer and edu-
cator Rasheryl L. McCreary started the
program in 1995 to transform the lives of

Building the Future, from page 1

Growth is Steady as Fund Reaches Ten-Year Mark
$132,000 in grant money.

Women’s Endowment Fund Vice
President Louise Kuhns pointed out that
the more the fund grows, the more it
can help the women and girls in the
community. "As the Women's Endowment
Fund celebrates its 10th year, the board
is working energetically to reach the $1
million goal,” Kuhns said.” The fund is
having an impact on women and girls in
the Akron community, and reaching the
goal will create additional funds to invest
in the programs that help build better
futures for this consitutency.”

Ten years ago, 106 women each
pledged $1,000 to start a fund that
would serve women and girls in
Summit County. Today, the endowment
has grown to more than $875,000.

Women’s Endowment Fund received
$53,633 in gifts and more than
$24,400 in new pledges during the
past year. It gave grants to four organi-
zations for a combined total of more
than $34,000. That nearly doubled the
amount it distributed in 2003. Since its
inception, the Women’s Endowment
Fund has awarded more than

2004 WEF Growth

WEF Growth in Assets



Jan and George Parry Fund
Sandra Barton by

Pat McKay
Susan Bechter by

Pam Ellis
Patricia A. Benchea by

Susan, Michael and Matt Pallini
Patricia, Laura and Julie Benchea by

Mary Booth
Betty Bennis by

Joan Wessman
Jane Berkner by

Libby Jacobs
Sandee and Gryphon Beyerle by

Theresa S. Beyerle
Susan D. Beyerle by

Theresa S. Beyerle
Fran Bittle by

Mary Ann Jackson
Betsy Biviano by

Sharon and Kevin Silver
Phyllis Boerner by

Jody Bacon
Mary Ann Boland by

Mary Ann Jackson
Joan E. Booth-Weitendorf by

Mary Booth
Susan M. Pallini
Susan, Michael and Matt Pallini

Kathryn M. Booth by
Mary Booth
Susan M. Pallini
Susan, Michael and Matt Pallini

Martha Booth by
Mary Booth
Susan, Michael and Matt Pallini

Mary Booth by
Jody Bacon
Martha Booth
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Lloyd
Joan and Bob Nau
Susan, Michael and Matt Pallini
Joan E. Booth-Weitendorf

Vicki and Sydney Booth by
Mary Booth

Vicki Lex Booth by
Susan, Michael and Matt Pallini

Martha E. Boyle by
Jody Bacon

Robert P. Brecht by
Ilene Shapiro

Ann Amer Brennan by
Jody Bacon
Mary Ann Jackson

Anne Brennan by
Ann Amer Brennan

Beth Brennan by
Ann Amer Brennan

Kathleen Brennan by
Ann Amer Brennan

Nancy J. Brennan by
Ann Amer Brennan

Jeanette Grasselli Brown by
Jerry F. Wareham

Kaeth Brown by
Libby Jacobs

Mary Beth Bruggeman by
Amie L. Bruggeman

Pamela Bruggeman by
Amie L. Bruggeman

Frances S. Buchholzer
Jody Bacon
Patty Graves
Sue Kruder

Barbara Buonaspina by
Becky S. Michael 

Madeline Camp by
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Second Decade Cornerstone Donor:
Kimberly Haws Falasco
Second Decade Diamond Donors: 
Sophie Albrecht
Ann Allan
Jody Bacon
Mary Booth
Jeanette Grasselli Brown
Frances S. Buchholzer
Brighid Consilio
Marie E. Covington
Jonathan Dean
Susan Dudas
Judith Ernest
Lorraine G. and Donald R. Fair Fund
Judith L. Fowler
Patty Graves
Carrie Herman
Mary Ann Jackson
Susan and Bryan Kinnamon
Sandra Lederman
Dianne R. Newman
Judy Nicely
Jan and George Parry Fund
Marty Robb, Acordia of OH
Kathy L. Stafford
Kathleen E. Stimler
Kathleen M. VanDevere
David R. and Cheryl L. Venarge Fund
Washington Mutual
Judge Beth Whitmore
Memorial gifts to the Women’s
Endowment Fund for:
Ruth A. Ames by

Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Ames
Mary L. Arrietta by

Joey Arrietta
Kay Auburn by

Dr. Sandy Auburn
Barbara Bailey by

Dr. Tom and Mary Ann Jackson
Laura Blau by

Ilene Shapiro and Sarah Zeff
Garnet Boerner by

Phyllis Boerner
Edna Cashman by

Phyllis Boerner
Hugh M. Colopy by

Louise M. Kuhns
William H. Covington Sr. by

Frank and Nancy 
Blumenthaler

Cinda and Jim Dehner
Ilene Shapiro

Ramona Ferguson by
Jerilynn Ferguson

Hilde Foster by
Robert, Ilene and Kim Shapiro

Dorothy Fox by
Pat McKay

Max and Verna Ganyard by
Becky G. Gilliam

Shirley Garren by
Carol Garren

Dorothy Doll Gerbich by
Carrie Herman

Alice Gordon by
Marilyn K. Jacob

Josephine Griffiths by
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Hissem

Thelma Herman by
Carrie Herman

Margaret D. (Peggy) Kaufman by
Barbara L. Steinkerchner
Cusick Family

Roseline Fadel Kleiza by
Chaker J. Fadel
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Billy Koptis by
Marylee Lewis

Pearl Korman by
Dr. Sandy Auburn
Molly Opas

Rebecca Leeper by
Molly Opas

Rebecca Ann Lighthorse by
Pat McKay

Helen Marie Madden by
Jody Bacon

Isabel Mascolo by
Carol Garren

Mary Matusz by
Martha Booth

George Miley by
Becky S. Michael

Anna Mae Miller by
Louise M. Kuhns

Louise Mills by
Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Ames

Caroline J. Pardee by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

Betty O. Peters by
Martha E. Boyle

Suzanne Pierce by
Barbara Hiney

Gladys E. Reed by
Sue Fassoles

Sr. Elizabeth Schaefer by
Carrie Herman
Pat McKay

Elma Macleod Schuetz by
Mr. and Mrs. Sandy Jacobs

Hazel E. Snyder by
Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Ames

Pauline Stein by
Jody Bacon
Dr. Douglas and Karen Lefton

Anne Tannenbaum by
Robert, Ilene and Kim

Shapiro
Rose Wickeham by

Phyllis Boerner
Melva R. Windle by

Herb and Dianne Newman
Patricia Woloch by

Anne G. Kaufmann
Florence M. Yarborough by

Sue Fassoles
Tribute gifts to the Women's
Endowment Fund for:
Adele Abbott by

Jennifer Huffman
Mary Hall Adams by

Pat McKay
Maura Agler by

Anonymous
Katie Albrecht by

Sophie Albrecht
Sue Ames by

Sis Ames
Nancy Anhorn by

Susan Paserba
Martha Armstrong by

Lisa Armstrong
Joey Arrietta by

Anonymous
Mary Elizabeth Auburn by

Dr. Sandy Auburn
Sandra K. Auburn by

Jody Bacon
Council of Ohio YWCAS
Barbara A. Greene

Jody Bacon by
Patty Graves
Sue Kruder

Leianne Neff Heppner
Alberta Capps by

Pat McKay
Mary Beth C. Carroll by

Jody Bacon
Dana F. Castle by

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Rossi
Carla Chapman by

Carrie Herman
Carolyn Christian by

Jody Bacon
Patty Graves

Karen Cimini by
Libby Jacobs

Jane Clark by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

Frank Comunale by
Pat McKay

Jennifer L. Conn by
Jody Bacon

Dr. Georgette Constantinou by
Laurie B. Zuckerman

Sharon Coudriet by
Becky S. Michael

Marie and Harry Covington by
Cinda, Jim, Benjamin and 

Justin Dehner
Marie E. Covington by

Jody Bacon
Mr. and Mrs. William H. 

Covington
Sue Grabowski
Patty Graves

Darnella Cummings by
Carrie Herman

Marlene Czetli by
Madeline Bozzelli

Betty Dalton by
Jody Bacon

Ruth Dean by
Marie E. Covington
Carrie Herman
Melissa Thomson
Laurie B. Zuckerman

Virginia Dillon by
Jennifer Huffman

Janet DiSalvo by
Patricia Kaufmann

Fran Doll by
Tom Doll and Sheri Witte

Constance Dubick by
Jody Bacon

Susan Dudas by
Betty Godard

Laraine Duncan by
Ilene Shapiro

Ann Hunter Durr by
Kathryn M. Hunter
Marilyn K. Jacob

Sandra Emerick by
Sandra J. Haskell

Charlotte Essner by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Estep by
Susan and Bryan Kinnamon

Mari-lynn Evans by
Carrie Herman

Merial Evans by
Susan Paserba

Lorraine Fair by
Jody Bacon

Alison First by
Leianne Neff Heppner

Jim Fisher by
Ilene Shapiro

Carol Floyd by
Barbara Hiney



M e m o r i a l   &   T r i b u t e   G i v i n g

Ruth Graham Fowler by
Judith L. Fowler

Kate Fox by
Carlla R. Shaw

Gail Fred by
Martha Booth

Christine D. Freitag by
Jody Bacon
Patty Graves

Sara Fritsch by
Susan W. Kinnamon

Priscilla Fry by
Susan Paserba

Alice M. Gaffney by
Maureen and Nick Katanic

Jeni Hren Gaffney by
Maureen and Nick Katanic

Susan Gainer by
Sandra J. Haskell

Margaret Ganyard by
Anonymous

Kathleen Gargoline by
Joyce Tate

Kristi Gilliam by
Anonymous

Betty Godard by
Susan Dudas

Teresa Good by
Judith L. Fowler

Robin Grace by
Sharon and Kevin Silver

Char Graf by
Dennis and Kim Falasco

Patty Graves by
Jody Bacon
Sue Kruder

Constance H. Griffin by
Constance Dubick

Carlene Groeger by
Carrie Herman

Marian Hanson by
Martha Hills

Kathleen and Robert Harris by
Susan and Bryan Kinnamon

Eleanor Hatter by
Martha Hills

Beverly L. Haws by
Dennis and Kim Falasco

Heather Haws-Babb by
Beverly L. Haws
Dennis and Kim Falasco

Kimberly Haws-Falasco by
Marie E. Covington
Beverly L. Haws

Kim Hemminger by
Deb Lemire

Edna Henretta by
Cathy Henretta

Anastasia Marie Heppner by
Leianne Neff Heppner

Susan Herbster by
Becky S. Michael

Carrie Herman by
Jody Bacon
Ruth Dean
Ellen Whitehill

Elizabeth Herman by
Carrie Herman

Sheila Herman by
Carrie Herman

Beverly Hillegas by
Susan Paserba

Jennifer Hills by
Martha Hills

Lisa Hills by
Martha Hills

Maggi Hinman by

Judith L. Fowler
Dr. Elizabeth Hittle by

Dr. Sandy Auburn
Kate Hofherr by

Dr. Sandy Auburn
Kathleen Hovey by

Madeline Bozzelli
Kathryn M. Hunter by

Jody Bacon
Ann Hunter Durr

Margaret W. Hunter by
Kathryn M. Hunter

Susan Hunter by
Kathryn M. Hunter

Judith B. Isroff by
Jody Bacon

Dorothy Jackson by
Leianne Neff Heppner

Debi Jacob by
Marilyn K. Jacob

Marilyn K. Jacob by
Marie E. Covington

Shellie Jacobs by
Libby Jacobs

Mary Ella Jenitis by
Susan Paserba

Miss Leslie Johnson by
Laurie B. Zuckerman

Rita M. Johnson by
Laurie B. Zuckerman

Karen Jones by
Karen C. Lefton

Marion Jones by
Beverly L. Haws
Dennis and Kim Falasco

Sue C. Kartarius by
Beth A. Kartarius

Anna Sue Katanic by
Maureen and Nick Katanic

Anne G. Kaufmann by
Patricia Kaufmann

Patricia Kaufmann by
Anne G. Kaufmann

Lynn Kiel by
Bernie Kiel

Elizabeth King by
Barbara Hiney

Susan W. Kinnamon by
Lori and Sara

Beth Knotts by
Pat McKay

Gerri Kramer by
Lisa Armstrong

Sue Kruder by
Jody Bacon
Patty Graves

Anna C. Kuhns by
Louise M. Kuhns

Louise M. Kuhns by
Jody Bacon
Marie E. Covington

Chris Lackney by
Martha Booth

Anthony and Katie Lancianese by
Ilene Shapiro

Knute and Jeanine Larson by
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Estep

Allison Bruggeman Lawrence by
Amie L. Bruggeman

Martha Leeson by
Laura Leeson Novak

Karen C. Lefton by
Ruth Dean

Deb Lemire by
Carrie Herman

Marie Lemire by
Deb Lemire

Ruth Lemire by
Deb Lemire

Carolyn Lent by
Susan Paserba

Cindy Levey by
Sharon and Kevin Silver

Phyllis Levey by
Sharon and Kevin Silver

Jolene Limbacker by
Karen C. Lefton

Margaret Lindenberger by
Melissa Thomson

Molly R. Litt by
Cathy Henretta

Lori Lucas by
Susan W. Kinnamon

Jill Bacon Madden by
Jody Bacon

Sister Mercia Madigan by
Martha Booth

Holli Mallak by
Carrie Herman

Ellen Manz by
Ruth Dean

Eve Manz by
Ruth Dean

Patricia Mascolo by
Jody Bacon
Carol Garren

Linda McDonald by
Jody Bacon

Pat McKay by
Marie E. Covington

Sara P. McVay by
Martha Hills

Judy Mendenhall by
Beth M. Harbin

Marilyn Merryweather by
Ann Allan

Nicole R. Michalec by
Anne G. Kaufmann

Tamara Michalec by
Anne G. Kaufmann

Diane Miller-Dawson by
Ilene Shapiro

Gay Miller by
Libby Jacobs

Joan Miller by
Lisa Okolish Miller

Christine Moore by
Melissa Thomson

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Moorhead by
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Estep

Linda Moran by
Joyce Tate

Mary Schiller Myers by
Jody Bacon

Evalyn Neff by
Leianne Neff Heppner

Mary Lou Neff by
Leianne Neff Heppner

Jeanne Nelson by
Froncie Repetti

Mildred M. Nelson by
Sis Ames

Judy Nicely by
Ruth Dean

Kim Nott by
Jody Bacon

Helen Okolish by
Lisa Okolish Miller

Molly Opas by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

George P. Paidas by
Ilene Shapiro

Susan M. Pallini by
Mary Booth

Carol Parish by
Cynthia Parish

Chris Parisi by
Karen C. Lefton

Jan Parry by
Jody Bacon

Susan Peirce by
Susan K. McMains

James and Linda Phelps by
Robert, Ilene and Kim Shapiro

De Shawn Pickett by
Jody Bacon

Shirley Pickett by
Deb Lemire

Drs. Nancy Ray and Joel Porter by
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Estep

Ida M. Potts by
Beth A. Kartarius

Laura Pratt by
Joyce Tate

Laura and Chip Preston by
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Estep

Theresa B. Proenza by
Jody Bacon

Dr. Julia B. Radwany by
Jeri Baron

Jo Randall by
Cathy Henretta

Dr. Andrew and Janice Raynor by
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Estep

Judy Read by
Jody Bacon
Carrie Herman
Sue Kruder
Ilene Shapiro

Beth Renalds by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

Norma Rist by
Carrie Herman
Laurie B. Zuckerman

Marty Robb by
Ruth Dean

Rick and Alita Rogers by
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Estep

Susie Rogers by
Jody Bacon
Sue Kruder

Alison Rogers by
Phyllis Boerner

Lillian Rosenblatt by
Ruthie George

Frances Rosenfeld and Rebecca Auburn by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

Rose Scaffidi by
Joey Arrietta

Jane Schloenbach by
Jody Bacon

Diane Schumaker by
Jody Bacon

Ann Schweitzer by
Pat McKay

Ilene Shapiro by
Ruth Dean
Kimberly Shapiro

Eleanor Shapiro by
Ilene Shapiro

Kimberly Shapiro by
Ilene Shapiro

Amy Shoemaker by
Anonymous

Kris Shultz by
Pat Shultz

Debbie Silver by
Sharon and Kevin Silver

Sandra R. Smith by
Jody Bacon
Patty Graves See page 7
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Annual Meeting to Take Place April 27

At the 2004 annual meeting, 2002
International Scientist of the Year Dr.
Jeanette Grasselli Brown discussed
inspiring girls in math and science.
Above she is pictured with annual
event chair Marty Robb.

Charitable Gift Annuities: Income for Today, a Gift for Tomorrow

Age

60

65

70

75

Possible Annual Annuity
Payments for a $20,000 Gift
Annuity Rate Annual Income Tax Deduction

5.7% $1,140 $5,995

6.5%

6.0% $1,200 $6,894

$1,300 $7,732

7.1% $1,420 $8,731

This chart is for illustrative purposes only. Contact Akron Community Foundation at
330-376-8522 so we can prepare a proposal specifically for you.

Mark your calendars for the Women's Endowment Fund Annual Meeting, which
will take place April 27 at the Hilton Akron-Fairlawn.

The 2005 meeting will wrap up our 10th anniversary celebration and will build
on our theme: Building the Future for Women and Girls. 

This year's featured speaker will be Janet Leach, professional in residence at the
Kent State University School of Journalism and Mass Communication. Leach
became the first female editor of the Akron Beacon Journal in 1998. During her
five-year tenure as editor, the paper received the "Best Newspaper in Ohio" award
three times. It also became known for its community efforts, including its Millennium
Fund for Children support and a well-known fundraising campaign to purchase a
fire truck for New York City firefighters after 9/11.

Last year's meeting drew nearly 200 people, so make your reservations early. Call
Akron Community Foundation at 330-376-8522 for more information.

The Women's Endowment Fund of
Akron Community Foundation is pleased
to offer you a new giving opportunity:
one that provides you or someone you
love with lifelong income while creating
a lasting way of supporting the women
and girls of Summit County.

A charitable gift annuity, in partner-
ship with Akron Community Foundation,
presents you with immediate tax benefits
and also benefits the Women's Endowment
Fund. Fixed rates range from 5.7 percent
to 11.3 percent, depending on your
age.

Setting up a charitable gift annuity is
easy.  Make your tax-deductible gift of
cash or securities to the Women's
Endowment Fund. Then, your gift will be
invested and you will receive fixed pay-
ments for the rest of your life. The
unused portion of your gift will go to the
Women's Endowment Fund upon your
death to continue your support for
women and girls in our community.
Annuitants must be at least 60 years old
for an immediate annuity or 45 for a
deferred annuity. You may purchase a
charitable gift annuity with a gift of at
least $10,000. And, you will gain the
satisfaction of knowing the causes you
care about most today will be supported
forever. 

For more information about a chari-
table gift annuity, call Sandy Auburn at
Akron Community Foundation today at
330-376-8522.
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Forum Offers an “Open-Space” for Discussing Women’s Issues
More than 50 women from

varied interests and walks of
life convened at Shaw Jewish
Community Center of Akron
Oct. 12 with one common
purpose: building a better future
for women and girls in our
community.

For the first time, this year's
forum participants utilized a
meeting process called Open
Space Technology, a self-
organizing technique that
encourages flexibility and open
communication. Board member
Janet White and past president
and founding member Laurie
Zuckerman served as the forum's facilitators.

Attendees developed their own topics
for discussion based on what they saw as
being the most pressing needs of local
women and girls. Subjects included
single parenting, children and the arts,
teenage girls and sexuality, and encour-
aging young women to become volunteers.

Ronda Page, fundraising director for
the Akron Black Law Enforcement
Officers Association, led the forum's
discussion on domestic violence.

"I think the Open Space format was
very creative, (and) allowed for collection
of facts, statistics and ideas from many
organizations," Ronda said. "What I liked
most about this event was that we
became one body…to provide additional
insight regarding popular issues women

and girls are faced with. As a result, we
recognized (they) are constantly changing."

And those changing needs are the
reason Women's Endowment Fund
established the forum. President Carrie
Herman explained that while it originally
was created to set the agenda for the
year's funding needs, the forum provides
additional benefits. Many times, women
from various organizations meet each
other for the first time and establish
collaborative projects as a result.
"Collaboration is one of our favorite
things to encourage in the community,"
she said. "Wonderful things happen
when good women come together."

Herman also announced that the
fund's advisory board would open up the
grant proposal process to all programs,

not just those that meet a
particular focus. She
encouraged attendees to
visit the Women's
Endowment Fund section
of the Akron Community
Foundation Web site for
the 2004 request for
proposals and grant
guidelines. Proposals will
be due in December, and
recipients will be
announced in March.

Finally, she stressed the
importance of making a
donation to the fund. 

"We are happy to have
more than $40,000 to give away each
year," Herman said, an amount that has
steadily grown as the fund’s assets
increased to a current $875,000. "We
hope to reach our first $1 million by the
annual meeting," she said, while pointing
out that no donation is too small. "Every
dollar counts," she said.

Fifth Third Bank sponsored the event.
Senior Vice President Sue Milligan was
on hand, and praised the Women's
Endowment Fund for bringing local
women together for a worthy cause. "I
really applaud this organization and its
focus on the priorities of women and
girls," she said.

If you too are interested in supporting
the Women's Endowment Fund, please
call 330-376-8522.

More than 50 attendees sat in a circle during one of the forum’s
two general sessions, conducted by Janet White and Laurie
Zuckerman.
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Tribute Giving from page 5

Tamara Smith by
Susan Paserba

Barbara Sobey by
Carrie Herman

Ann Marie Spirk by
Carol Garren

Mrs. Robert Stafford by
Kathy L. Stafford

Rainy Gates Stitzlein by
Patty Graves

Jane Swinehart by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

Linda Tarson by
Jody Bacon

Anne Terry by
Anonymous

Cathalynn M. Thompson by
Claudia C. and A. Ronald 

Kammer

Melissa Thomson by
Ruth Dean

Sarah Tomlinson by
Cathy Henretta

Lucretia Tyckoski by
Dr. Sandy Auburn

Dorothy M. Tyndall by
Patricia Kaufmann

Maureen N. VanDuser by
The Staff of Maureen

VanDuser
Anne Varian by

Linda and Gale Urda
Sydney Jane Venarge by

David R. and Cheryl L. 
Venarge Fund

Susan Victor by
Judith L. Fowler

Marie M. Waickman by
John and Betty Dalton

Mary M. Waller by
Susan W. Kinnamon

Barbara A. Walter by
Ann Amer Brennan

Emma Waltermire by
Thomas A. Waltermire

Mary Grace West by
Leianne Neff Heppner

Janet Kendall White by
Marie E. Covington

Andrea Wiener by
Cathy Henretta

Libby Wilson by
Bernie Kiel

Lindsay Neff Wilson by
Leianne Neff Heppner

Darla Winchel by
Martha Booth

Mike Wojno
Ilene and Robert Shapiro

Mildred Yankovich by
Linda and Gale Urda

Judy Young by
Anonymous

Christina Kloker Young by
Pam Ellis

Chris and Erin Young by
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest

Estep
Stacey Zahoranski by

Laurie B. Zuckerman
Sarah Zeff by

Ilene Shapiro
Colleen Gaffney Zelch by

Maureen and Nick Katanic
Laurie B. Zuckerman by

Jody Bacon
Rita M. Johnson

Marilyn Zuckerman by
Laurie B. Zuckerman
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G r a n t   H i s t o r y

1995 - Young Women’s Christian Association, for the Women’s Personal Enrichment program, $2,500
1996 - Akron Art Museum, for “A History of Women Photographers” preview reception, $1,000; Continuation of the Women’s Personal
Enrichment program, $2,500
1997 - Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Summit County, for household items for women establishing independent living, $500
1999 - Black Women on the Move, for expansion of the Phenomenal Young Women’s Saturday Enrichment program, $2,500; Western
Reserve Girl Scout Council, for the Teen Drop-In Center, $2,500; Women’s Endowment Fund – “A Celebration of Girls” community event,
$2,500; Young Women’s Christian Association, for expansion of the Y-Teens program, $2,500
2000 - The Junior League of Akron, Ohio Inc., for a joint forum on relationship aggression, $5,000; University of Akron, for “Children’s
Career Day: An Interactive Experience,” $2,400; Western Reserve Girl Scout Council, for the Teen Drop-In Center, $3,000; Women’s Network
Inc., for production of the play, “Mother Wove the Morning,” $1,298.75; Young Women’s Christian Association, for a Youth Adolescent
Development program, $3,000
2001 - Caring Communities of Summit County, “Destiny Starts Today: Financial Fitness for Life,” $8,500; Family Services of Summit County,
for the program ”Having Fun with Money,” $9,500; Western Reserve Girl Scout Council, for the Teen Drop-In Center, $4,000
2002 - Caring Communities of Summit County, “Destiny Starts Today: Financial Fitness for Life,” $7,000; Community Financial Education
Inc., for the 2002 financial planning series “Women & Money,” $5,000; Family Services of Summit County, for the program ”Having Fun with
Money,” $9,500; Western Reserve Girl Scout Council, for the Teen Drop-In Center, $6,000
2003 - Project R.I.S.E., Akron Public Schools, for the Living Legacy Project, an oral history project for girls residing at Safe Landing, $6,110;
Shelter Care, for a youth development workbook for residents, homeless and high-risk youth, $3,016; University of Akron, for “A Situational
Analysis of Homeless Teenage Girls in Akron: Identifying Approaches to Promote Success in School,” $8,300  
2004 - Girl Scouts of the Western Reserve, for the "Decisions and Positive Futures" programs serving girls, $10,000; Project R.I.S.E., Akron
Public Schools, for the photo literacy project for teenage, homeless girls, $4,500; Shelter Care Inc., for The Living Legacy Project at Safe
Landing Shelter for Girls, $11,944; The University of Akron, for "Caregivers' and Advocates' Perceptions of Homeless Teenage Girls:
Identifying Approaches to Promote Success In School," $8,000


